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Global Asia Research Center
Global Asia Research Center (GARC), National Taiwan University, was established in 2017 with the generous funding from Kim Koo Foundation, Republic of Korea.
GARC aims to promote research on Asian interactions and comparison, and to stimulate new ways of understanding Asian modernities in a globalized world. The mission of GARC is to form a platform for collaboration across disciplines and nations, and to build a network of research institutions in Asia and around the world.
GARC integrates outstanding scholars from various disciplines and fields, and incorporates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to explore the following studies:Comparative Asia: to compare similar social, political, and cultural issues faced by Asian countries, such as demographic transition, social inequalities, democratic challenges, social activism, and urban development.Transnational Asia: to study transnational movements of capital, culture, and people and their social consequences in Asia.Global Asia: to examine Asian presence and impact outside Asia.
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GLOBAL ASIA RESEARCH CENTER

 

Pei-Chia LanDirector of Global Asia Research CenterProfessor, Department of Sociology,National Taiwan University

The members of GARC currently include 50 faculty members across different disciplines in social sciences and humanities. There are six research clusters: Family, Gender and Population; Ethnicity and Migration; Global Economy and Local Inequalities; Civil Society and Social Movements; Urban Development and Governance and Global Culture; Religion and Consumption. 
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Events in Honor of Kim Koo and 
Kim Shin
The Global Asia Research Center was founded under the aegis and generous donation of the Kim Koo Foundation.  The Center has in previous years hosted visiting scholars and held conference forums in honor of Kim Koo and Kim Shin. The Covid-19 pandemic has unfortunately disrupted international travel and physical research exchanges since early 2020. In light of the circumstances, GARC has halted similar events and will resume when air travel returns to normal.
Going forward, GARC will hold several colloquiums and onine workshop regarding South Korea and East Asia under pandemic impact in 2021. GARC will also  keep making efforts to integate scholars around the world and promote research on Asian comparison.
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Events Promoting Comparative 
Understanding of South Korea and 
East Asia
September 19-20, 2020
The 2020 Annual Conference of the Population Association of 
TaiwanThe 2020 Annual Conference of the Population Association of Taiwan was held at the National Taiwan University from 19th-20th September 2020, gathering over 220 partcipants to discuss the conference theme: Demographic Change, Health, and Well-Being. As a co-organizer, GARC host the "Migration Flow and Migration Regime in Taiwan" panel disgussing about modern migraion issues. Reaearchers of GARC presented four speech on migration policy, infrastructure under labor migration, the interaction between migration regime and marriage migrants, and intimacy topic in marriage migrant respectively.   
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9/19 14:30-15:30      R   TOrganizer: Global Asia Research CenterPei-Chia Lan (Director of Global Asia Research Center, National Taiwan University)Yen-Fen Tseng (Professor, Dept. of Sociology, National Taiwan University)Chieh Hsu (Resarcher of Global Asia Research Center, National Taiwan University)Host: Hsun-Hui Tseng (Assistant Professor, Department of Taiwan literature, National Cheng Kung University)

Title Presenter

Directions and Limits of Reforming 
Migration Policy in Taiwan

Yen-Fen Tseng
(Professor, Department of Sociology, 

National Taiwan University)

The Flexible Assemblage of Migration 
Infrastructure: Brokerage Networks for 
Vietnamese Migrant Workers to Taiwan

Pei-Chia Lan 
(Director of Global Asia Research Center, 

National Taiwan University)
Yung-Ta Chien

(Independent Journalist, visiting researcher 
in GARC, National Taiwan University)

Migra t ion  Reg ime  and  Mar r iage 
Migrants' Dependency in Taiwan

Chieh Hsu 
(Resarcher of Global Asia Research Center, 

National Taiwan University)

From Tourist to Marriage Migrant: 
Intimacy, Sense of Place and Lifestyle 
Aspiration in Hong Kong-Taiwan Cross-
border Marriages

Tsung-yi Huang
(Professor, Department of Geography, 

National Taiwan University)
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August 19-20, 2020
The 12th East Asian Online Junior WorkshopEvery summer, Department of Sociology, NTU, Kyoto University, and Seoul National University will take turns to hold events for academic exchange. Due to the pandemic situation, this year the event became an two-day online workshop participated by the scholars and students from three Universities. Students shared their research and exchanged opinions on social diversity, social interaction, identity, social change and inequality within East Asia. 
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Colloquiums at Global Asia 
Research Center
july 2, 2020
The Promise of Legalization? Assessing Taiwan’s Same-Sex 
Marriage Law from the Perspective of LGBT Families                                              
Wei-Hsian Chi, Professor of Anthropology and Gender Studies, Indiana University

One year has passed since Taiwan’s legislature passed the “Judicial Yuan Interpretation 
No. 748 Implementation Act” on May 17, 2019. Lauded as a progressive milestone that 
OCFG�6CKYCP�VJG�őſTUV�KP�#UKCŒ�VQ�NGICNK\G�UCOG�UGZ�OCTTKCIG��VJG�#EV�JCU�GPCDNGF�OQTG�
VJCP�VJTGG�VJQWUCPF�EQWRNGU�VQ�OCTT[�CPF�CRRTQZKOCVGN[�VJKTV[� HCOKNKGU�VQ�GUVCDNKUJ� NGICN�
relationships between both spouses and their child(ren). This talk asks what lies beyond 
VJGUG�PWODGTU��9JCV�DGPGſVU�JCU�VJG�#EV�DTQWIJV�VQ�.)$6�HCOKNKGU�URGEKſECNN[�CPF�YJCV�
QDUVCENGU�QT�PGY�HQTOU�QH�UVKIOCVK\CVKQP�JCU�KV�ETGCVGF!�$CUGF�QP�OQTG�VJCP�VYQ�[GCTU�QH�
PQP�EQPUGEWVKXG�GVJPQITCRJKE�TGUGCTEJ�YKVJ�.)$6�RCTGPVU�� HCOKNKGU��CPF�0)1U��VJG�VCNM�
CUUGUUGU�VJG�RTQOKUG�QH�NGICNK\CVKQP�CPF�YJCV�KV�JCU�OGCPV�HQT�VJG�TGEQIPKVKQP�QH�FKXGTUG�
kinds of families and intimacies.
  
June 23, 2020
Governed by the housing market: The obstacles of homeowner 
society in Taiwan from an East Asian comparative perspective
Yi-Ling Chen, Associate Professor, School of Politics, Public Affairs & International       　　　　　　　　　　　
Studies, University of Wyoming

6JKU� VCNM�WUGU�CP�'CUV�#UKCP�EQORCTCVKXG�RGTURGEVKXG� VQ�CPCN[\G� VJG� HGCVWTGU�QH� VJG�
6CKYCP�JQWUKPI�U[UVGO��+V�GZRNCKPU�JQY�JQOGQYPGT�UQEKGV[�KP�6CKYCP�YCU�HQTOGF�WPFGT�
the lassie-fair housing system without protection on housing rights. Homeownership has 
been the survival strategy of the individual family. However, homeownership increasingly 
becomes a conservative power that is against any progressive change. The consequences 
CTG�GZVTGOGN[�GZRGPUKXG�JQWUKPI�YKVJ� XGT[� NQY�SWCNKV[�� VJG� KORGFKOGPVU� HQT�WTDCP�
regeneration according to new needs, and the barriers of producing a new economy. A 
large amount of capital on the real estate market presses the government to sustain the 
housing prices. Housing hence becomes a good investment tool and intensifies social 
inequality.
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September 29, 2020
Book Launch- Happiness and Distress in China and Hong 
Kong: The Cultural Politics of Emotion in Developmentalism
Tsung-Yi Michelle Huang, Professor, Department of Geography, National Taiwan 
Unuversity

October 8, 2020
Book Launch- Family Migration and the Path to an Occupation: 
The (Early) Experiences of Skilled Taiwanese and Chinese 
“Wives”
Chieh Hsu, Researcher, Global Asia Research Center, National Taiwan University / 
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, National Taiwan University

November 3, 2020
A Price to Pay? How autocratization in Thailand drives anti-
establishment protests
Janjira Sombatpoonsiri, Assistant Professor, Institute of Asian Studies, Chulalongkorn 
University

Not only did Thailand belong to the 3rd wave of democratisation after the 1992 democratic 
openings, the country is also a part of an emerging trend of the 3rd wave autocratisation 
as it underwent two major episodes of democratic breakdown since 2006. Against the 
odds, Thailand’s pro-democracy movements are currently gathering forces to counter the 
entrenchment of autocratic elites and institutions. In this talk, I give an overview of how this 
RTQEGUU�WPTCXGNU��CTIWKPI�VJCV�CWVQETCVKUCVKQP�RCTCFQZKECNN[�ETGCVGU�EQPFKVKQPU�VJCV�HQUVGT�
and sustain a democratic struggle.
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December 9, 2020
Maid to Queer 
Francisca Yuen-Ki Lai, Assistant Professor, Center of General, National Tsing Hua 
University

Maid to Queer, the first book about Asian female migrant workers and their same-
UGZ�TGNCVKQPUJKRU��CKOU� VQ�ETGCVG�C�FKCNQIWG�DGVYGGP�#UKCP� NCDQT�OKITCVKQP�CPF�.)$6�
UVWFKGU��6JG�CWVJQT�YKNN�EQOG�VQ�UJCTG�JGT�GVJPQITCRJKE�UVWF[�QH�UCOG�UGZ�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�
among Indonesian domestic workers in Hong Kong, including the political and cultural 
EQPVGZV�QH�*QPI�-QPI�� VJG�TGNCVKQPUJKRU�DGVYGGP�OKITCPV�YQTMGTU�CPF�VJGKT�GORNQ[GTU��
and the processes of leaving home and returning home. How do these factors enable 
VJG� +PFQPGUKCP�YQTMGTU��YJQ�CTG�/WUNKOU�� VQ�CEEGRV�UCOG�UGZ�TGNCVKQPUJKRU!�6JG� HKGNF�
TGUGCTEJ�YCU�UVCTVGF�KP�������C�VQVCN�QH����+PFQPGUKCP�YQTMGTU��YJQ�JCXG�JCF�C�UCOG�UGZ�
relationship, were interviewed.

March 4, 2021
Peripheries and Mutual Aid under the COVID-19 Pandemic
Jeffrey Hou, Professor of Landscape Architecture, University of Washington

While the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in sweeping changes around the world, its 
impact has been uneven with the most vulnerable populations faring the worst. From North 
America to East Asia, those without access to proper healthcare and personal protection 
GSWKROGPV�JCXG�DGGP�GZRQUGF�VQ�JKIJ�TKUMU��CPF�UQ�YGTG�VJQUG�YKVJQWV�VJG�CDKNKV[�QT�VJG�
NWZWT[�QH�YQTMKPI� HTQO�JQOG��.QEMFQYPU�CPF�UVCIPCVKQP�QH�GEQPQOKE�CEVKXKVKGU�JCXG�
GZCEGTDCVGF�VJQUG�CV�VJG�DQVVQO�QH�VJG�UQEKQ�GEQPQOKE�NCFFGT��+P�VJG�OGCPVKOG��KP�VJG�HCEG�
QH�VJGUG�KORCEVU��CEVU�QH�XQNWPVCT[�UWRRQTV�CPF�OWVWCN�CKF�JCXG�CNUQ�ƀQWTKUJGF�FWTKPI�VJG�
pandemic, even in regions long seen as having a weak civil society. While the COVID-19 
pandemic has revealed the longstanding disparities in society, does it also result in a 
YKPFQY�QH�QRRQTVWPKV[�HQT�VJG�UVTGPIVJGPKPI�QH�EKXKN�UQEKGV[�KP�#UKC!�#TG�VJG�EWTTGPV�GXGPVU�
QPN[�C�UJQTV�NKXGF�RJGPQOGPQP��QT�CTG�VJGTG�NQPI�VGTO�KORNKECVKQPU!
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COLLO I S AT GLOBAL ASIA RESEARCH CENTER
April 9, 2021
Institutionalizing Equality: The Politics of Women's Rights in 
Taiwan and South Koreay
Minhee Go, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science and International 
Relations, Ewha Womans University. 

Korea and Taiwan have shown a considerable variation in ensuring women’s rights.  In 
Taiwan, electoral competition and judicial activism led to institutional reforms on various 
progressive issues, allowing for an opportunity to generate a pluralistic political structure 
YKVJKP�YJKEJ�VJG�IGPFGT�KUUWG�EQWNF�DG�OQDKNK\GF�CNQPI�YKVJ�QVJGT�RTQITGUUKXG�CIGPFC��+P�
EQPVTCUV�� VJG�EQTRQTCVKUV�RQNKVKECN�UVTWEVWTG�RTKQTKVK\GF� NCDQT� KUUWGU�QXGT�QVJGT�RTQITGUUKXG�
agenda and continued to influence electoral politics in Korea’s class-based democratic 
EQPUQNKFCVKQP��$[�VTCEKPI�VJG�FKXGTIGPV�RCVJU�VQYCTF�IGPFGT�GSWCNKV[�KP�VJG�VYQ�EQWPVTKGU��
VJKU�TGUGCTEJ�UWIIGUVU�VJCV� KPENWUKQP�CPF�GZRCPUKQP�QH�UQEKCN�TKIJVU�OC[�PQV�PGEGUUCTKN[�
HQNNQY� HTQO�FGOQETCVK\CVKQP�RGT� UG�DWV� JCU� VQ�DG�CESWKTGF� VJTQWIJ�OQDKNK\KPI�CPF�
coalescing with various social groups in a new democratic system. 

April 15, 2021
Fugitive Subjects of Secret Doctors and Un/seen Laboring 
Intimacies of Illegal Alliances 
Chien-Ting Lin, Associate Professor, Department of English, National Center University

+P� VJKU� VCNM�� +� LWZVCRQUG�JKUVQTKEK\GF�EWNVWTCN� VGZVU� KPENWFKPI�C�EQNNGEVKQP�QH�GVJPQITCRJKE�
UVQTKGU�� ő<JCQPCPFQPI�Œ�D[�%JGP�;KPI\JGP�CPF�1WT�5VQTKGU�D[�-W�;WNKPI� VQ�CPCN[\G�
how they reflect upon miyi (secret doctors) informal labor and how it is produced within 
GRKUVGOKE�ECVGIQTK\CVKQPU�CPF�RGTKQFK\CVKQP�YKVJKP�JKUVQTKECN�VTCPUKVKQPU��KPENWFKPI�UVTWEVWTCN�
changes in family and social relations. I pursue a genealogy of the miyi alongside a reading 
of my ethnographic materials, observing an engendered tension and contradictions in the 
RTQEGUU�QH�6CKYCPŏU�RQUVYCT�OGFKECN�OQFGTPK\CVKQP��+�OCKPVCKP�VJCV�VJKU�VGPUKQP�TGNKGU�WRQP�
VJG�QWVUQWTEKPI�QH�ECTG�YQTM� HQT�RTQHGUUKQPCNK\GF� NCDQT�FKXKUKQPU�CU�YGNN�CU� VJG�OGFKECN�
KPUVKVWVKQPCNK\CVKQP�CPF� NGICNK\CVKQP�QH�ECTG�RTCEVKEGU� VQ�GUVCDNKUJ� VJG�JKGTCTEJKGU�YKVJKP�
medical professionalism. I argue that this occasions a threshold space for undocumented 
OK[K�OKITCPV�CPF�NCDQTKPI�UWDLGEVU�YKVJKP�C�RTQITGUUKXKUV�JKUVQTKEK\CVKQP��+�JQRG�VQ�RTQRQUG�
an alternative genealogy and methodology to understand the queer secrecy and the 
intimacies of illegal alliances within vertically structured historical relationalities, thereby 
offering a renewed understanding of contemporary Taiwan’s transnational care modernity.
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Global Asia Research Center
National Taiwan University
Room 635, College of Social Science, National Taiwan University.
No.1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Rd., Taipei City 100, Taiwan
http://www.garc.ntu.edu.tw/
Tel：886-2-3366-8300 #55640
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